
Math Lesson 

 
Lesson Title: Ornament Jumble 
Grade: 2nd  
Content  Standard:  
Add and subtract within 1,000 
 
Materials:  

● Ornament strips 
● Scissors 
● Baggies 
● Place value mat 

 
Shared Experience and procedure details: 
 
Miss Hamilton was planning to give teachers ornaments to decorate their Christmas trees.  Snowflake 
got into her office and made quite a mess dumping out the ornaments.   Miss Hamilton is super busy 
right now and has asked if we could help her make sure that all the teachers get their ornaments.   
 
Teacher A  has 35 ornaments 
Teacher B needs 7 ornaments 
 
Teacher C has 42 ornaments 
Teacher D needs 5 ornaments 
 
*Rule: If you cut one ornament off, you have to cut them all apart. 

Possible Picture:  
Strips of ornaments being separated to give teachers the proper amounts. 

Possible People Talk:  
I had 42. I had to take 5 away from 2. I couldn’t, so I used a ten.   
 
I started with 42.  I took a ten away and gave the 10 to the ones. 
 
 
Feature Talk:  
ornaments, 10s, 1s, take away, separate, value, teacher, Miss Hamilton, Snowflake, 42, 5,  subtract 

Possible Symbolic Representation:  
 
When you have 42 ornaments and take away 5 you move a ten to the ones place before you can 
subtract. 
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