
  

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLUMN COMPARE – CONTRAST ORGANIZER: 

This format allows one to compare and contrast two or more aspects of a general topic.  The 
information is arranged into divided columns for noting similarities and differences between the items. 
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MATRIX COMPARE – CONTRAST ORGANIZER: 

The compare-contrast matrix is similar to the column organizer in function but not in format.  With this 
strategy, simple columns are used to record the similarities and differences of two or more things ( e.g. 
people, places, ideas). 
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COLUMN HIERARCHY ORGANIZER: 

This hierarchical strategy involves arranging main ideas and supporting details for some topic into a 
series of adjacent columns.  A place for writing a summary statement(s) is also included. 
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NETWORK HIERARCHY ORGANIZER: 

The network organizer uses “bubbles” (or another shape) to arrange information from general to 
specific.  It may be used to organize causal information (e.g. causes of inflation), hierarchical information 
(e.g. family “tree”), or branching procedural information (e.g. the digestive system). 
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TREE HIERARCHY ORGANIZER: 

The tree organizer, a variation of the network organizer, uses lines to arrange information from general 
to specific.  It may be used to organize causal information (e.g. causes of inflation), hierarchical 
information (e.g. family “tree”), or branching procedural information (e.g. the digestive system). 
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Tree Hierarchy Example using Biology: 
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CYCLE FLOW CHART ORGANIZER: 

Interactions among a series of connected events or phenomena (e.g. computer network, the water 
cycle) are represented in cycle charts. Cyclical charts commonly illustrate closed systems of 
phenomena. 
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COMBINATION FLOW CHART ORGANIZER: 

Combination flow charts combine aspects of cyclical and linear flow charts to illustrate more complex 
relationships among ideas.  They are useful if several alternatives exist at one or more steps in the 
process being represented. 
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Combination Flow Chart – Writing Example 
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Flow Chart – Chemistry Example: 
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LINEAR FLOW CHART ORGANIZER: 

Information or phenomena related in a non-circular manner are best represented by linear flow charts. 
With this type of flow chart, the phenomena have a beginning point and an end point, with intervening 
steps or things in between.  Relationships are indicated by arrows.  Linear flow charts may be arranged 
top-down or left-right.  One or several geometric shapes may be used to represent the information. 
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CONTINUUM CHART ORGANIZER: 

Time lines, degrees, and shades of meaning can be organized on continuum or scale charts.  Events or 
phenomena are added between the two end points on the chart.  Continuum charts may be oriented 
horizontally or vertically.  For degrees and shades of meaning, the ends of the continuum chart 
represent the two endpoints.  For time lines, the oldest events are placed to the left or at the bottom 
while the more recent events are placed to the right or at the top. 
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Continuum Chart – (Horizontal Design) Biology Example: 
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Continuum Chart – History Example: 
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SERIES OF EVENTS CHAIN ORGANIZER: 

The series of events chain is a special form of linear flow chart that illustrates the sequence of events of 
a particular occurrence. The chain begins with the initiating event and ends with the final outcome. 
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HERRINGBONE MAPS (FISHBONE MAPS): 

The herringbone technique is designed to show causal interactions of a complex event (e.g. an armed 
conflict) or a complex phenomenon (e.g. plate tectonics).  It describes a main idea in terms of the 
following six questions: Who was involved?  What happened? When did it happen? Where did it 
happen?  How did it happen?  Why did it happen?  And advantage of the herringbone technique is it 
helps students encode information in a manner that enhances their ability to answer essay questions.  It 
is a useful strategy for history courses.  A herringbone map is set up like a fish skeleton. The “backbone” 
of the map represents the main idea or concept. The “spines” of the map represent the 6 questions 
about the main idea. Supporting information for each of the 6 questions is written next to each “spine”. 
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Herringbone Map – History Example: 
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SPIDER MAPS ORGANIZER: 

Spider maps are used to describe a central idea by using three key frame questions:  What is the central 
idea? What are its attributes?  What are its functions?  They help students make associations and see 
relationships among central concepts, main ideas, and supporting details. 

As illustrated below, spider maps have three components.  The major topic, concept, or theme is placed 
in a circle in the center of the page or note card; this represents the “body” of the spider. The “legs” of 
the spider represent the main ideas related to the central topic, concept or theme.  Supporting details 
are placed on short lines off the main idea lines. 
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Spider Map – History Example: 
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Spider Map – Theatre Example: 
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SAMPLE WORD MAP (CONCEPT MAP, SEMANTIC MAP) ORGANIZER: 

Sample word maps help to organize new concepts and their characteristics. They summarize the traits 
of an item and provide examples of it.  Sample word maps can be used to organize information about 
people, places, or ideas. They help students link essential characteristics and examples to major and 
minor concepts.  Sample word maps also help to organize information for answering objective test 
questions and essays. 

There are 4 parts to a sample map: the term or concept is placed in a box in the middle of the page or 
note card. Directly above it is another box where the major category to which it belongs is written.  To 
the right of the term or concept are series of boxes that indicates its essential characteristics. These 
boxes answer the question “What is it like?”  Below the term or concept are a series of boxes that 
provide examples of the concept. 
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Sample Word Map – History Example: 
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HUMAN INTERACTION OUTLINE ORGANIZER: 

Designed to organize information about interactions between two people (e.g. Churchill and Stalin) or 
two groups of people (e.g. Israelis and Palestinians), this strategy outlines the goals, actions, and 
outcomes of culture contact.  The top level identifies the goals of each group, the middle level 
summarizes the actions and reactions between the groups, and the bottom level lists the ultimate 
outcomes of the interactions. 
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Human Interaction Outline – History Example: 
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PROBLEM SOLUTION OUTLINE ORGANIZER: 

A problem-solution outline has three boxes for organizing information. The problem is identified in the 
upper box; this may be a “who”, a “what”, or a “why”.  In the middle box are written the attempted 
solutions to the problem and the results of each solution.  The end result is summarized in the lower 
box. 
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WRITTEN OUTLINE ORGANIZER: 

Use the major headings in the text chapters to form the major sections of the outline.  Each major 
section of the outline should cover one major topic.  Arrange the information within the section from 
most inclusive to most exclusive, indenting the information each time the level of inclusiveness changes. 
All of the levels may or may not be used.  The most common symbols used in outlining are Roman 
numerals, upper and lower case letters, and numbers.  Other symbols may be added or substituted to 
make a less formal outline.  Short phrases, symbols shorthand, and abbreviations may be used to record 
information in the outline. 
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OPINION CHART ORGANIZER: 

An opinion chart is a matrix of rows and columns for organizing one’s ideas about an event, a concept, 
or a person (e.g. theory of evolution, Roosevelt and the Depression).  Opinion charts are not only used 
to organize information; they help one develop critical thinking skills and logically construct a convincing 
argument.  For these reasons they are especially useful in preparing for interpretive essay exams.  The 
first column of an opinion chart contains the areas in which the main topic will be evaluated.  The 
second column summarizes information supporting the opinion.  Columns and rows may be made as 
wide and high as needed.  It is helpful to write a title for the chart. 
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FRAYER MODEL ORGANIZER: 

The Frayer model is a four-cell box arrangement that summarizes the essential characteristics of and 
provides examples of a central idea, usually a thing or process.  One advantage of the Frayer model is it 
gives characteristics and examples as well as non-characteristics and non-examples of the topic, helping 
students link the information to existing knowledge. This aids in correctly evaluating and answering 
objective test questions such as multiple choice and true-false.  The top row of the Frayer box is for the 
characteristics of the central idea, and the bottom row is for examples. The right-hand column of the 
Frayer box is for characteristics and examples that illustrate the central idea, and the left-hand column is 
for characteristics and examples that do not illustrate the central idea. 
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