
Faculty Assembly  
October 8, 2018  
 
Present: Steve Abedon, Cody Armond, Rachel Bowen, Amy Brunell, Mirel Caibar, Cynthia 
Callahan, Sergei Chmutov, Stavros Constantinou, Ozeas Costa, Joe Fahey, Glenn Hartz, 
Adrienne Hopson, Norman Jones, Jamison Kantor, Dawn Kitchen, Andrew Kinney, Elizabeth 
Kolkovich, Carol Landry, Phil Mazzocco, Scopas Poggo, Dennis Shaffer, Kate Shannon, Jeff 
Sprang, Yongmin Sun, Heather Tanner, John Thrasher, Kelly Whitney, Terri Winnick, Faith 
Wyzgoski 
 
Excused: Mollie Cavender, Steven Joyce, Carolyn Skinner 
 
Del Lindsey called the meeting to order at 12:39 p.m. 
 

1. Ozeas Costa moved to approve the minutes of the September 20, 2018 Faculty Assembly; 
Heather Tanner seconded the motion. 15 voted in favor, none opposed, and 2 abstained.  

 
2. Dawn Kitchen introduced the United Way campaign and emphasized its importance to 

our campus. This year’s goal is to increase campus contributions (either the number of 
participants or the donation amount) by 10%. Dawn and Terri Fox are collecting United 
Way forms. A link will soon be emailed campus-wide for streaming a video describing 
the United Way campaign.  

 
3. Ozeas introduced the Professional Development Committee’s proposal to change 

deadlines for the “time-off” applications—including Faculty Professional Leave (FPL), 
Special Assignment (SA), and course reductions—to Dec. 1. A faculty member asked 
whether a later deadline for course reduction applications (currently due on Nov. 1) 
would create problems for program coordinators; no coordinators voiced concerns. Carol 
Landry moved that we approve a Dec. 1 deadline, and John Thrasher seconded. We voted 
by paper ballot, which Yongmin Sun collected and counted. 23 voted yes, 1 no, and 1 
abstained. 

 
4. The rest of the meeting was dedicated to discussion of the new General Education 

curriculum proposal, led by Curriculum Committee chair Heather Tanner. She noted one 
recent development: the Arts and Sciences Senate has decided not to evaluate the 
proposal until budgetary information is available. The Mansfield Curriculum Committee 
has been examining how we could staff the proposed courses while still offering 
foundation courses and maintaining our current degree programs. Heather highlighted 
two aspects of the proposal that might be difficult to implement: first-year seminars (3 
credit hours) and capstone courses (1 credit hour). The discussion included these points: 
● In response to a question, Heather clarified that any adopted General Education 

curriculum will be university-wide; individual units will not be able to opt out. 
Likewise, seminars and capstone courses would be required across the university, if 
this proposal is approved. 



● The proposed curriculum has three credit hours fewer than the current GE 
requirements.  

● How might first-year seminars be formatted? Different departments might take 
different approaches, but faculty would probably get to choose special topics. One 
faculty member noted that these seminars could play to campus strengths and work 
well for our student body. 

● We discussed to what extent the proposed thematic courses would necessitate new 
course development. Some departments might be able to change names or numbers of 
courses to fit the new requirements, but many old courses will need to be completely 
redesigned. This course design will require a significant amount of faculty labor. 
Heather estimates we would need to hire about five additional tenure-track faculty to 
implement fully this proposal.  

● We also discussed the possibility of proposing that the regional campuses as a unit 
can create new courses.  

● Which of the GE themes could or should the Mansfield campus support in its 
curriculum? It was noted that the Lima and Marion regional campuses have decided 
to support only a subset—one or two—of the five proposed GE themes. A consensus 
seemed to emerge among our faculty that Mansfield should support all five GE 
themes. 

● There was praise for the Curriculum Committee’s well-crafted response to the GE 
proposal. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:26 p.m. 
 
Minutes recorded by Elizabeth Kolkovich 
 


