
Faculty Assembly Minutes  

Monday, November 25, 2019 (12:40pm) 

 

Present: Mirel Caibar, Mollie Cavender, Ozeas Costa, Joe Fahey, Norman Jones, Dawn 

Kitchen, Jamison Kantor, Elizabeth Kolkovich, Phil Mazzocco, Scopas Poggo, Kate 

Shannon, Heather Tanner, John Thrasher, Amy Brunell, Stavros Constantinou, Steven 

Abedon, Glenn Hartz, Del Lindsey, Dennis Shaffer, Jeff Sprang, Faith Wyzgoski, 

Cynthia Callahan, Donna Farland-Smith, Carolyn Skinner, Kelly Whitney, Rachel 

Bowen, Andrew Kinney, Adrienne Hopson, Terri Bucci, Sergei Chmutov, Carol Landry, 

Steven Joyce, Yongmin Sun, Kip Curtis, Bill Putikka, Jason Parker, Mirel Caibar 

 

Guests: Tiffany Mitchell, Lee McEwan 

 

Excused: Terri Winnick 

 

 

1. Introduction of Tiffany Mitchell 

 

Tiffany Mitchell, our Coordinator of Diversity and Inclusion, introduced herself to the 

faculty body.  She resides in Eisenhower 214D, and is available for collaborative events 

with faculty.  She encouraged faculty to reach out to her to collaborate.  She asked that 

the faculty make students aware of her, and vice versa (i.e., refer students to Tiffany 

when appropriate).  Presently, Tiffany is focusing efforts on event planning for Black 

History Month 2020. She offered to distribute over the break  information that faculty can 

incorporate into their syllabi for spring. 

 

2. Approval of 11/14/19 Faculty Assembly meeting minutes 

 

A motion to accept the 11/14/19 Faculty Assembly meeting minutes was made by 

Heather Tanner (seconded by Scopas Poggo).  The motion passed with 23 ‘yes’ votes, 0 

‘no’ votes, and 6 abstention. 

 

3. Math Literacy Initiative Update 

 

Terri Bucci and Lee McEwan updated the Faculty Assembly on the status of the Math 

Literacy Initiative (MLI).  The MLI, an outgrowth of the National Algebra Project, 

focuses on teaching math to children in innovative ways that reflect their natural 

environments, language, and cognitive abilities.  Activities include professional 

development for teachers, a summer Math Camp, and the development of math teacher 

leaders.   

 

The MLI began working with Mansfield City Schools.  A 3-year Improving Teacher 

Quality grant allowed expansion to seven other schools/districts around the region.  More 

recently, the program has been extended outside this region to districts such as Flint, 

Michigan and Brooklyn, NY.  Today, the Math Literacy Initiative is recognized as a 

national resource regarding progressive alternative math instruction. 



 

An initial loan of 150K was made to the MLI out of campus reserves, but this sum has 

long since been offset by revenues.  Over the course of its seven-year existence, the MLI 

has accrued revenues through contracts (~$750K), grants (~$900K), indirect funds 

(~115K), and tuition (~$200K).   

 

In response to some questions about the annual revenues generated by the MLI, Terri 

Bucci agreed to work with Carol Freytag to provide a balance sheet of the MLI.  This 

report will be shared with the faculty before the next Faculty Assembly meeting. 

 

4. Campus Publicity and Promotion Efforts Discussion Update and Questions 

 

An informal summary of a recent conversation within the Executive Committee was 
offered.  The following individuals spoke to the Executive Committee on 11/20/19 
on the topic of marketing and publicizing faculty/campus events and 
accomplishments: 
 

• Dawn Kitchen, Associate Dean, OSU Mansfield 
• Keith Stoner, Executive Director, Marketing, Public Relations, and Creative 

Services, NCSC/OSU-Mansfield 
• Cindy Wood, Director of Development and Community Relations, OSU-

Mansfield 
• Stacy Wood, Senior Director, Marketing Strategy, University Marketing, OSU-

Columbus 
 
There are ongoing efforts to maximize attendance/engagement at a wide range of 
campus events, as well as to more effectively publicize faculty achievements.  The 
campus has relevant personnel and resources, and we can also leverage our 
relationship with the marketing department in Columbus.  The individuals listed 
above are working to better collaborate, and to create shared policies and 
procedures that would guide marketing and publicity.  One guiding principle is 
flexibility in the manner in which various resources and techniques are employed.  
Ideally, each event of notification will receive appropriate attention.  Another 
principle involves early notice.  Cindy Wood explained that it typically takes about 
12 weeks of marketing and publicity to maximize attendance at events.  Finally, each 
event or notification marketing/publicity strategy will take into account overall 
marketing strategy (campus, university), the content, target audiences (attendees, 
donors, community at large, etc).   
 
Stacy, Cindy, Dawn, and Keith, are working on compiling a list of personnel and 
resources, and guidelines.  They will submit that document to the Executive 
Committee for feedback by early January.  
 

 

 



5. Outline of Next Steps for Faculty Retreat Follow-Up and Update on MSAC 

Efforts to Identify Parallel Goals and Concerns 

 

Following the SP19 Faculty retreat, a list of priorities and actionable items was 
compiled.  Although some efforts toward acting on this document have been 
initiated by the administration, the faculty body has yet to embark on advancing 
these initiatives.  In addition, MSAC is working on a similar list of initiatives that will 
be available in early January 2020.  The Associated Faculty EC representatives have 
also been asked to solicit suggestions from Associated Faculty members. In early 
2020, the EC will respond to and advance strategies to support this combined list of 
initiatives.  The Faculty Assembly members have been asked to review the list of 
priorities/goals (disseminated by Del Lindsey), and provide feedback to aid in this 
process. 
 

6. Additional Business 

 

The Faculty Senate and Arts and Science Senate representatives agreed to present reports 

during the final Faculty Assembly meeting of the semester. 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:25pm. 

 

Minutes taken and prepared by Phil Mazzocco, Faculty Secretary. 


