
Faculty Assembly Minutes  

Tuesday, March 31, 2020 (12:30pm) 

 

Present: Ozeas Costa, Joe Fahey, Norman Jones, Dawn Kitchen, Jamison Kantor, Phil 

Mazzocco, Scopas Poggo, Kate Shannon, Heather Tanner, John Thrasher, Amy Brunell, 

Stavros Constantinou, Glenn Hartz, Faith Wyzgoski, Cynthia Callahan, Sergei Chmutov, 

Bill Putikka, Mirel Caibar, Terri Winnick, Dennis Shaffer, Elizabeth Kolkovich, Rachel 

Bowen, Carolyn Skinner, Steve Abedon, Steven Joyce, Jeff Sprang, Mollie Cavender, 

Gabe Karns, Agus Munoz-Garcia, Terri Bucci, David Au, Kelly Whitney 

 

 

1. Approval of 3/4/20 Faculty Assembly meeting minutes 

 

A motion to accept the 3/4/20 Faculty Assembly meeting minutes was made by Glenn 

Hartz (seconded by Agus Munoz-Garcia).  The motion passed with 22 ‘yes’ votes, 0 ‘no’ 

votes, and 2 abstention. 

 

2. Faculty Senate Report 

 

Sergei Chmutov, Faculty Senate Representative, reported that the Faculty Senate had one 

Faculty Council meeting in person before Spring break, and one more recent online 

meeting.  One topic of general interest was the proposed, now ratified, plan to allow 

extended pass/no pass alternative grading options to students for Spring 2020 only.  Also, 

students receiving incomplete grades for Spring 2020 will now have 10 weeks to make it 

up missing work instead of the standard 6 weeks. 

 

One faculty member raised a concern regarding students who would have received a D in 

a course, but who will instead qualify for a ‘Pass” not being prepared for further 

sequential coursework.  In response, Associate Dean Dawn Kitchen reported that not all 

Colleges will be counting a D as a pass, in part due to such concerns. However, all majors 

in the College of Arts and Sciences will accept pass/no pass for courses taken to fulfill a 

degree requirement, even in majors where minimum requirements to move on to next 

level courses are normally higher (e.g., C or better in Math).  

 

Another faculty member asked, how do we learn whether our students have chosen an 

alternative grading options?  Associate Dean Kitchen noted that it is up to the Advisors to 

provide these permissions.  Students are encouraged to confer with faculty about these 

decisions, but they are not required to do so. Faculty will notice that these students will 

have different grading options in SIS when final grades are entered.  

 

Finally, a faculty member asked whether the College of Engineering had made final 

decisions regarding the pass/no pass options.  Associate Dean Kitchen reported that ll 

courses taken as GEs or electives can be taken pass/no pass but Colleges decided 

separately and some changed the definition to include a higher pass minimum (e.g., must 

have a C or better). Details for each College can be found here: 

https://oaa.osu.edu/grading-policy-changes-spring-2020. 

https://oaa.osu.edu/grading-policy-changes-spring-2020


 

3. Arts and Sciences (A&S) Senate Report 

 

Bill Putikka, Arts and Sciences Senate Representative, reported that the A&S Senate has 

not met since our last Faculty Assembly meeting.  However, he did report that 

considerations of the General Education revision have been postponed until Fall 2020. 

 

4. Questions, Concerns, Strategies, and Suggestions Regarding Current Situation  

 

Associate Dean Kitchen began by thanking David Au, Senior Systems Specialist, and 

OCIO for facilitating our massive online/virtual transition.  She then reported that the 

current plan is that Summer Term will commence a week late, but will extend a week 

longer as well.  All courses will be online.  Courses that are not presently approved for 

online teaching will need to be approved through OAA before teaching.   

 

The floor was then opened up for questions and comments (all answers were provided by 

Associate Dean Kitchen): 

 

Q. Is there a fast-track process for getting courses approved for online instruction? 

A. Yes, there will be less hoops to jump through, and the process will be expedited.  If 

you meet less of the requirements, it is possible your course will only be approved for 

Summer Term, not indefinitely.  For courses that are not easily adaptable to online, 

Program Coordinators may need to rethink their scheduling for Summer and Fall.  Also, 

Program Coordinators will need to think about the possibility of lower enrollments when 

scheduling courses. 

 

Q. If someone wanted to put a course online for Fall 2020, should they be following the 

full online course approval guidelines. 

A. If Fall Semester remains fully online, the expedited approval process may remain in 

place. 

 

Q. Students are already enrolling for Fall Semester.  Should we be making decisions now 

in terms of course offerings and online offerings so that students can make their own 

preparations/decisions? 

A. At this point, we are on a wait-and-see policy regarding what will happen with Fall 

2020, so it is best to prepare for any eventuality.   

 

Q. Might it make sense for people to start switching all of their courses online now just in 

case the worst happens for Fall 2020? 

A. It may depend on the type of class.  How different would your class be as an online 

experience?  Contact Associate Dean Kitchen if this is something you want to look into. 

 

Q. Can we teach any course that is generally approved for online teaching, or does our 

campus-status matter? 

A. Associate Dean Kitchen can tell you what the status of any course it.  Generally, 

tenure-track and full time associated faculty should be able to teach almost anything that 



is generally approved for online but sometimes we need Department approval if it’s a 

part-time associated faculty.  In instances where regional campus faculty are not allowed 

to teach certain courses online, Associate Dean Kitchen can advocate for you with your 

Columbus department. 

 

Comment. We have mainly been discussing to two possibilities for Fall 2020:  All online 

course vs. in-person allowed.  But there might also be rolling periods where we are online 

again in the midst of traditional instruction.  We should be prepared for this eventuality. 

 

Comment by Dean Norman Jones:  All faculty will receive annual reviews on Zoom 

during the Spring. 

 

Q. Would hybrid courses be a good option in terms of course design? 

A. Yes, hybrid courses are advantageous because they are flexible, and students also 

seem to do well with this format.   There are different categories of distance learning, so 

you may still need to get a course approved for hybrid teaching. 

 

Q. Can we be more flexible with course enrollments in the Fall? 

A. Yes, there always is some flexibility, and this will remain the case.  But also, please be 

prepared to make adjustments in course offerings due to the current situation. 

 

Comment:  Having to put so many course materials online may assist in future efforts to 

employ a flipped classroom method. 

 

Q. Do we know anything about what is happening with CCP students? 

A. They will be offered the pass/no pass option at no charge free to the school.  There are 

no plans to cut off CCP.   

 

Q. Are there any details regarding enrollment and recruiting? 

A. We are down a bit for summer enrollment, but that is due in part to our high 

enrollments last summer.  No definite information on Fall enrollments yet.  Recruiting 

and Admissions activities are occurring virtually. 

 

Comment: A lot of the things that you have converted to online can still be used when 

back in the classrooms.  Quizzes, exams, etc.   

 

Comment: In terms of enrolling future students, OSUM may have an advantage over 

Columbus in that we have generally smaller course sizes that are more amenable to 

online versions. 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30pm. 

 

Minutes taken and prepared by Phil Mazzocco, Faculty Secretary. 


